So You Want to Be a Wildland Firefighter
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INTRODUCTION:

You think it's a wild adventure. You think it's exciting and a big adrenaline rush. You think you might like it – even love it, if you could be a wildland firefighter. Maybe someone you know has done it, and now you want it so bad you can taste it. It's become your dream, and you just got to make it come true. 

It’s not an easy task- nothing in life is. It takes a great deal of perseverance, patience, persistence, dedication and good old-fashioned hard work to become a wildland firefighter.
DUTIES & REWARDS:

Several State & Federal agencies in Virginia hire part-time wildland firefighters to assist in fire suppression duties. These firefighters must be trained and qualified in a number of tasks as well as be able to pass physical fitness guidelines. As an entry level firefighter you will be part of a larger organization with various Command Staff personnel directing and supervising your work. Wildland firefighting is often long hours of hard dirty work in extreme fire environments. But saving our valuable natural resources, protecting homes and public safety, & working in a cohesive team effort is extremely rewarding.
DEPLOYMENTS:
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In addition to working within the Commonwealth there may be opportunities to travel to other states. In times of large natural disasters other states request assistance. These disasters could include wildfires, hurricanes, and winter snow/ice storms. Several years ago many firefighters from Virginia were sent to assist with the shuttle disaster recovery efforts. Sometimes these deployments include staying in large fire camps of a few thousand people. These fire camps are like small towns. They may have portable showers, medical facilities, and dining halls with great food. Or you might be “spiked-out” on the mountain for an extended stay with none of the fire camp amenities. Here in Virginia, personnel are provided motel rooms if away from home. More often you are close enough to travel back to the comforts of your own home after a short deployment on the fireline. Typically, a firefighter stays on the fireline for 16 hours in an operational period on larger fires, but smaller fires may require only a few hours of suppression related work.
“TOOLS” OF THE FIREFIGHTER: 

Firefighters use many “tools” to aid them in their firefighting efforts. These tools may include variations of familiar hand tools such as a rake or shovel. Other tools have been developed over time such as the pulaski, a combination of an axe and a hoe. Various designs of portable water pumps have been utilized for years in wildland suppression. Larger equipment is also used in fighting wildland fires such as bulldozers and even helicopters and airplanes for dropping water or chemical fire retardant. Another “tool” is flame-retardant clothing that firefighters wear for their safety. Your basic training will include what these tools are used for and how to safely and properly use them. Support personnel often use computer models to predict the spread and intensity of the fire. There are many “tools” whether large and complex or small and simple that the Virginia firefighter is exposed to on a wildland fire. 
REQUIREMENTS:

So, are you still interested in becoming a wildland firefighter? Yes…. Good here are the basic requirements:
To be hired by the Virginia Department of Forestry the

Current Minimum Requirements are:
· Level 1 (VFF1- Beginner Level)
· Complete “Ground Cover Fire Training”- 8 hrs minimum
· Complete Fire Shelter Training & Deployment

· Pass the “Moderate Fitness Test” (2 mile walk with 25 lb. pack in 30 minutes or less)
· Recommendation of Virginia Department of Forestry

· Level 2 (VFF2)
· Complete Firefighter Courses (S-130/S-190/I-100/L-180)
· Fire Shelter Training & Deployment

· Minimum 5 Wildland fire responses
· Moderate Fitness Test

· Recommendation of Department of Forestry
· Level 3 (VFF3)
· Qualified as VFF2
· Qualified as NWCG Crew Boss (Same as Federal CRWB level below)
· Arduous Fitness Test (3 mile walk with 45 lb. pack in 45 minutes or less)

· Recommendation of Department of Forestry

To be hired by the United States Forest Service (or any other Federal Agency) the Current Minimum Requirements are:
· Level 1 (FFT2)
· Complete Wildland Firefighter Courses(S-130/S-190/I-100/L-180)
· Complete Fire Shelter Training & Deployment

· Pass Arduous Fitness Test (3 mile walk with 45 lb. pack in 45 minutes or less)

· Level 2 (FFT1)
· Qualified as FFT2

· Complete Advanced Firefighter Courses (S-131 & S-133)
· Successful Completion of FFT1 Taskbook on Wildland Fires
· Arduous Fitness Test

· Level 3 (CRWB)

· Qualified as FFT1 

· Complete S-230 & S-215 Courses
· Successful Completion of CRWB Taskbook on Wildland Fires

· Arduous Fitness Test

CONTACTS:
Virginia’s state & federal agencies that often hire firefighters include the Virginia Department of Forestry, George Washington & Jefferson National Forests, Shenandoah National Park, & US Fish & Wildlife Service. To obtain more information contact the various state and federal agencies listed to start the process of becoming a Virginia wildland firefighter. 

GW/JEFF  National Forest


Roanoke, VA


540-265-5220








Virginia Department of Forestry


Charlottesville, VA  22903


434-977-6555








Shenandoah National Park 


Luray, VA   22835


540-999-3500 #3442








US Fish & Wildlife Service


Suffolk, VA 23434


757-986-3480








