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	This guide is dedicated to the firefighters throughout Virginia who risk their lives protecting Virginia’s Natural Resources and presented as a public service for media in Virginia and other interested organizations by the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) For more information, please visit our web site at www.dof.virginia.gov


	       Introduction 


Wildfires and other catastrophes are major events and attract considerable attention of all Virginians. This is particularly true for the wildland-urban interface areas in Virginia. The public definitely has a right to information about such incidents; and many times they come to YOU for answers and help.

The purpose of this publication is two fold, first to help you better understand the organization, policies and terminology associated with suppression of major wildland fires, and secondly let you know where you and your aids can go to find information when your office gets the call for assistance. The Virginia Department of Forestry and all fire service organizations welcome inquiries from legislators. In fact, these agencies recognize that the legislative need to know is an integral part of keeping the public informed and spreading the wildland fire prevention message. 

Our biggest concern is that everyone approaches wildland fires safely and in a manner which does not interfere with emergency efforts. 

Wildfire in Virginia can happen any month, anywhere. Traditionally "fire season" is in the Spring (March & April) and then again in the Fall  (October & November). Why do you think this is so? The answer is that during these times the relative humidities are usually lower, winds tend to be higher, and the fuels are cured to the point where they readily ignite. Also hardwood leaves are on the ground providing more fuel, and allowing sunlight to directly reach the forest floor, warming and drying the surface fuels. It is during these times that the potential for the most devastating losses is at its highest, with the Spring being the most dangerous and having the greatest potential for loss of resources. For this reason Virginia enacted the 4:00 PM Law in 1950. A brief section on the major fire laws in Virginia can be found later in this publication.

The principles discussed in this brochure also apply to other emergency or incident management situations that involve federal and state land management agencies operating under what is called the National Interagency Incident Command System (ICS). More on this valuable tool coming up soon. Read on! 


	Can "it" happen here ?


Records indicate that most of Virginia's wildfires are caused by people.  Virginia is growing more rapidly than many other states, and its population has doubled in the last 45 years. People are moving into residential developments in forested areas, and there is an increased use of the forests for recreational uses. All this increases the risk of wildfires and requires continued fire prevention and protection activities.

As fire activity fluctuates during the year from month to month it also varies from year to year. Some years Virginia gets adequate rain and snow keeping fire occurrence low. Other years the weather does not cooperate as well and we have extended periods of warm, dry, windy, days and therefore increased fire activity.

The following graph shows how the number of fires fluctuated from 1918 to present (by decade).

	Wildfire in Virginia a Historical Look.
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2000


1,081


11,191


2001


2,232


19,476


2002


1,691


13,531


2003


  406


  4,256


2004


  869


  5,333


2005


  767


  5,233


2006


1,272


13,671


2007


1,473


11,703


2008


1,247


26,343


2009


  837


  7,494

 Statistics for 2010 as of July 8, 2010  …. 570 fires which burned 3,874 acres

You may only hear about the few "large" wildland fires that occur in your area, the ones which burn down structures, or the ones on which there is a fatality. However it is these fires that are becoming all to frequent. This is a National concern as well as a local one to the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The loss of homes as a result of these fires has been steadily increasing as indicated below:


1985 ------------- Florida-Black Sunday ------------- 400 homes


1987 ------------- Pacific Northwest ----------------- 2400 homes


1988 ------------ Yellowstone Park Area ------------ 88 homes


1991 ------------ Oakland California ---------------- 3000 homes


1996 ------------ Texas --------------------------------- 113 homes


1998 ------------ Florida -------------------------------- 300+ homes


2000 ------------ New Mexico ------------------------- 235 homes

Can it happen in Virginia? It has and it will again, how devastating will the loss be ??? 


1978 --------- Frederick County ---------- 28 homes


1982 --------- Sufolk ----------------------- 19 homes, 1 church


1985 --------- Pittsylvania County ------- 12 homes


2000 --------- State wide -------------------89 homes, 89 other structures  --- 1083 fires

Statistics for 2010 as of July 8, 2010  1 home and 2 other structures burned. The bigger story is how many structures were PROTECTED. So far this year 478 homes/structures have been protected. This means that if it were not for the suppression and protection provided by the emergency responders these structures would have been destroyed.
It is only a matter of time when someone's home will burn or their community is impacted by a wildfire, it is then that your phone will ring.

	Virginia’s Forest Fire Laws 


Virginia’s forest fire laws are designed and have been successful over the years in protecting the forest resources of the Commonwealth. The Department of Forestry’s Special Forest Wardens, commissioned by the Governor, enforce these fire laws. These laws address fire issues such as liability for escaped fires, responsibility for unattended fires near flammable material, failure to take proper care and precaution when burning, and various statutes pertinent to maliciously and intentionally set fires. The 4PM Burning Law has historically served as a successful fire prevention tool in protecting Virginia’s forest resources as evidenced by the state’s low fire occurrence as compared to other southern states.

http://www.dof.virginia.gov/fire/fire-laws.shtml
The above web site will give you complete information on all the forest fire laws in Virginia.

	            Interagency Cooperation


There is no way one agency can fight all the wildland fires that occur in Virginia. The Virginia Department of Forestry takes the lead for wildfire suppression on State and Private lands working very closely with the volunteer and paid fire departments all across Virginia. For the past several years, the land management and fire fighting agencies on many levels of federal, state and private, have worked together under a very carefully coordinated system (Incident Command System, ICS) to fight fires as they arise. 

With all these agencies working towards a common goal of no lives being lost, property being destroyed and suppressing the fires with the least amount of impact on the resource Virginia can be proud to have one of the best "fire" records. That is, Virginia is recognized as having the least number of wildfires for the least amount of acreage burned as compared with similar states. Part of Virginia's success is due to our fire laws and the wild fire prevention program here in the state. 

Depending on the time and the place you may find the suppression resources being comprised of a single fire-plow bulldozer from the Department of Forestry and the local rural fire department with an old, but very functional fire engine with several firefighters to state of the art suppression equipment. Some of this specialized equipment you may see on a significant wildfire is, Helicopters with water buckets, fixed wing aircraft, fire engines, tanker trucks and specially outfitted fire engines called brush trucks.
	           The Incident Command System


Resource mobilization for larger fires in Virginia originates at the Virginia Interagency Coordination Center in Charlottesville. Housed at the Virginia Department of Forestry Central Office, there is one full time coordinator at the center. Additional help comes on-demand, as fire needs dictate. 

In addition to local resources, VIC Center can also draw upon fire fighting resources from throughout the country through the Southern Area Coordination Center (SACC), who in turn can draw resources through the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC), the national interagency command center located in Boise. When wildfires are burning in several parts of the country, or when local fires become increasingly complex, NIFC can dispatch specialized teams to help local firefighters plan and coordinate their resources. 

[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]Incident Command System Organization

NOTE: This 1s the enfire
Incident Command
Organization Only those
positions needed will be filled

Incident Commander

Information
Safety
Lisison

Operations Planning Logisties Finance
Section Section Section ection
Resources Unit ervice Time
_ M Situation Unit Branch Procurement
rapches ‘ Documentation Unit Communications|_ CompeRsaion
| Operations Medical Cost
Brach Demobilization Usit i
Divisions Technical Specidlists Foo
and —_—l—
Grougs air upport
cnge Soppor Branch
Resources  £10U Supgly
Helibases Facilifies
Task Forces Helicopter Ground Support
Helispots Coordination

trike Teams

ixed Wing Basedm Ar Tanker
Coordinator




	       Who To Contact When You Get The Call.


When a fire occurs in Virginia, the first reaction by many is to jump in a vehicle and follow the smoke, fires are very exciting with a lot of activity going on. Others will stay close to "home" getting more and more concerned the closer the fire and related activity is to them. It is these people that will call your office, the local fire department or forestry office looking for answers and assurance that they will be OK. If you do get the call there are a few questions you could ask to determine if in fact it is a wildfire that they are concerned about. Not all smoke columns are wildland fires. 

The following is a short check list that you might find helpful: 

	1. Is it a wildland fire?


	Virginia derives much of its economy from agriculture. Farmers found out long ago that the quickest way to break down leftover organic matter after harvest is to burn it. As the season gets later, agriculture fires (commonly called "ag burns") become more common. These fires are generally well contained and burn out within a short time. Fire Prevention officers work all year to help local farmers and private property owners to practice safe fire behavior when burning fields, ditches, or debris. 



	2. If it is a wildland fire! Has it been reported ?
	If the person you are talking to is  the first person to see it, they should hang up and call 911, their local fire department or the nearest Virginia Department of Forestry office. Then they can call you back.



	3. Who's my main source for
    information on the fire?
	If it's already been reported and the Virginia Department of Forestry has responded to it, the next person you want to talk to is the local Fire Information Officer (FIO). Often the dispatchers are busy coordinating resources, each Region has Information Officers to help handle information requests like yours. 

The FIO's job is to collect complete and accurate information about the incident's size, cause, status, people and equipment involved, and respond to matters of general interest. Although the FIO is usually on staff at the Dispatch Center, he or she may report to the Incident Command Center at the fire. 

A call to the Department of Forestry regional Office covering your district will provide you with needed information or they will be able to give you the contact information for the Information Officer on the fire. 

Contact numbers can be found on the Department of Forestry's web site at www.state.va.us .

	4. Who else should I call?
	If the fire is particularly complex, sometimes a special overhead team will be utilized at our Central Office in Charlottesville and an Information Officer will be part of that team. Contact numbers for our Central Office are 804.977.6555 or 804.977.1375 ext 3336 0r 3400. 



	5. What if a FIO is not 
    available? What next?
	In the unlikely event that a FIO is unavailable, some information might be available through the IC, or Incident Commander. The Incident Commander manages all aspects of a fire, including tracking firefighters, the fire's growth or movement, and requesting additional resources. However, you can imagine that this is a busy person! If the IC is unavailable at the moment to talk about the fire, you can bet an Information Officer is not far away. 

	6. The role of the media.
	Occasionally, the Information Officer may request that the news media help with sending out information the public needs to know about. The media plays a very important role as an information resource to help local residents stay informed... AND SAFE. 




Bottom line: 

The Fire Information Officers are there to help you get the information you need. Should you visit a fire scene it will be the Information Officer who will assist you. Sometimes they may limit your access to the fire because of safety reasons, but for the most part, they are there to help you avoid the "run-around." They may escort you to the scene of the fire, and can also help arrange interviews with firefighters and the Incident Commander. The Department of Forestry's local Regional Office should always be your "first call" when a fire breaks and you need information. They or our Central Office will provide you with follow-up contact information.

	            How to Get to the Fire Line!


There is one overall rule for wildland fire is: SAFETY FIRST! 

As a common sense rule, nothing will be allowed to jeopardize the safety of the public, you, the news media or those involved with suppression activities. The Fire Information Officer will explain to you the rationale for any specific access restrictions. If you want to go out to the fire line, you'll be advised of the danger. You will be discouraged from going off by yourself. In some locations, the Fire Information Officer or other responsible official will escort you to the line. Usually, there are always areas you can safely go and see the action. 

Although no physical test is required, the Incident Commander may deny access to any individual who appears to be at risk if exposed to hazardous conditions on the fire line, or who may be a risk to others involved in managing the fire. Denial of access is usually the exception, though, and not the rule. 

Here are some other things to consider before going out to the fire line: 

1. Location. Access to wildland fires in Virginia can be easy or difficult, depending on the location and availability of access roads. In some remote locations, access by non-emergency personnel may be limited to foot travel or four-wheel drive. Some wilderness locations do not allow motorized access at all. The key to finding the fire is by getting in contact with the Information Officer before you start chasing smoke columns. 

2. Personal Protective Equipment. All fire fighters are required to wear personal protective equipment while out on the line. You are no different. Most of today's synthetic clothes are not fire retardant, and some may actually be harmful to you if a fire got too close to you. Likewise, some hairsprays and makeup may be flammable if you got in close proximity to a fire. 

Again, SAFETY FIRST! 

Today's personal protective equipment worn by fire fighters is designed to ensure safety, and must be worn by all persons at or near the fire line. Sometimes personal protective gear will be available for your use at the scene. This will include: 

· A hardhat 

· Nomex fire resistant pants and shirt 

· Gloves 

· An emergency fire shelter and instructions on how to use it, and 

· An escort to the fire line when needed. 

The Fire Information Officer can issue you fire clothing on a temporary basis. You will need to provide your own leather boots (no sneakers, or dress shoes allowed), and cotton undergarments (synthetics are more combustible or tend to melt to skin when exposed to high temperatures). 

	            How About a Plane Ride? 
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	                         Causes of Wildland Fires 


Records indicate that people cause most of Virginia's wildfires. Virginia is growing more rapidly than many other states, and its population has doubled in the last 45 years. People are moving into residential developments in forested areas, and there is an increased use of the forests for recreational uses. All this increases the risk of wildfires and requires continued fire prevention and protection activities. 

In any given year the number of fires and the cause of those fires changes being directly influenced by environmental conditions. The following table indicates the historic average of number of fires by cause for an “average” year.

	Smoking
	  95

	Camping
	  15

	Equipment Use
	100

	Debris Burning
	500

	Railroad
	  25

	Children
	110

	Arson
	165

	Lightning
	  35


	                     Virginia’s Forest Fire Laws 


Virginia’s forest fire laws are designed and have been successful over the years in protecting the forest resources of the Commonwealth. The Department of Forestry’s Special Forest Wardens, commissioned by the Governor, enforce these fire laws. These laws address fire issues such as liability for escaped fires, responsibility for unattended fires near flammable material, failure to take proper care and precaution when burning, and various statutes pertinent to maliciously and intentionally set fires. The 4PM Burning Law has historically served as a successful fire prevention tool in protecting Virginia’s forest resources as evidenced by the state’s low fire occurrence as compared to other southern states.

www.dof.state.va.us/fire/firelaw.htm 

The above web site will give you complete information on all forest fire laws in Virginia.

	Frequently Asked Questions


Q: How are wildfires put out? 

A: You need three things to keep a fire going: fuel, oxygen, and heat. The total fire suppression effort removes one or more of these necessary ingredients. For example, fire lines remove vegetation - a fire's access to fuel. The fire is sometimes smothered in dirt to remove its oxygen supply. Water and retardant may be used to cool flames and remove heat. 

Q: What's the difference between "containment" of a fire and "Controlling" a fire? 

A: A fire is not considered "controlled" until it's all the way out. Until then, firefighters work toward "containing" the fire. Here's one way to think of it: Think of a container -- say, a mason jar. A fire is contained when it's all "bottled in," like in a container. The fire may still be burning, but if a distinct fire line is built around the entire perimeter so that there is no chance for the fire to escape or spot over outside the line, then the fire fighters declare the fire "contained." 

After containing the fire, the next step is to get it under control -- that is, make sure it is dead out -- no hot spots, no floating embers, nothing that will flare up again if a breeze should come along. 

Q: What is the difference between a "prescribed fire" and a "wildfire?" 

A: A wildfire is an unplanned or unwanted fire. Such a fire may be a threat to resources, structures, or people. Despite the cause, these fires are suppressed using strategies and tactics appropriate to the threat. 

A prescribed fire is one that is started intentionally by qualified, trained personnel. There are many reasons why the government would choose to start a fire intentionally, such as reducing the number of large, old trees to give ground vegetation a chance to grow and improve habitat for wildlife. Another reason may be to reduce the amount of fuel that would otherwise burn in a large, catastrophic wildfire. Like a doctor's prescription, there are specific conditions that must be met before the agency lights a prescribed fire, including favorable temperatures, low winds, and optimum humidity. Other precautions also include a well-defined containment area to minimize the possibility of the fire escaping. Even if most of these conditions are in place, the supervisors in charge of igniting the fire may stop the ignition for a variety of reasons. If they determine that weather conditions are too unstable, that the lines are not sufficiently defined, if enough fire fighting equipment and people are not available, if there is a threat to public or fire fighter safety, or for many other reasons. If these conditions are not in place, just as if the doctor's prescription is not followed carefully, the "remedy" may prove just as harmful as the problem. 

Q: What is "mop-up?" 

A: Once the fire stops its spread, firefighters begin the task of mop-up. This involves extinguishing, cooling or removing burning material along or near the control line to reduce further spread of the fire.

	                                 Fire Season


Fire “season” in Virginia peaks traditionally in the Spring and again during the Fall of each year. The Spring season normally starts the latter part of February and continues through the end of April. Our Fall season runs from the middle of October till early December. Fires can and do occur throughout the year, not just during these peak fire seasons. Should the weather turn very hot and dry in the Summer 

we may have numerous fires during a time which fire activity normally is at a low.

Please go to the following web site for more information.

www.crh.noaa.gov/pub/firepeak.htm
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	                               Key Definitions


· Air Tanker – A large fixed wing aircraft capable of delivering nearly 2,000 gallons of water or retardant on a fire in a bombing fashion.

· Backfire (or Backburn) - A fire set along the inner edge of a control line to consume the fuel in the path of a wildland fire, and/or to change the direction of force on the fire's "convection column." 

· Blow-Up – A sudden increase in fire activity or rate of spread sufficient to preclude direct control or upset existing control plans. Often accompanied by a violent convection and may have other characteristics of a firestorm.
· Burning Out - Setting backfires on a small scale and with closer control, in order to consume patches of unburned fuel and aid in construction of control lines. 

· Closed Area - An area in which specific activities - or even entry - is temporarily restricted to reduce the risk of fires caused by people. 

· Closure - Legal restriction of specific activities such as smoking, camping, or entry into an area. 

· Confine a fire - To restrict a fire within determined boundaries established either prior to, or during, a fire. 

· Contain a fire - To take suppression action, as needed, which can reasonably expected to check the fire's spread under prevailing conditions. In short, to "bottle a fire in." 

· Control a fire - To complete a control line around a fire, any spot fires, and any interior islands to be saved. Also, to burn out any unburned areas adjacent to the fire sides of the control lines, and to cool down all “hotspots” that are immediate threats to the control line so that the control line can be expected to hold under any foreseeable conditions. 

· Crew – A group of firefighters, usually with 20 members (including a crew boss)

· Crown Fire – A fire which burns in tree tops (going from tree top to tree top), and which burns all or a large part of the upper branches and foliage of the trees.

· Drought Index- Also refereed to as KBDI or CSI, a measure of how dry the ground moisture is. The scale goes from 0 to 800 with 0 being complete ground saturation and 800 being desert like conditions.

· Engine- Any ground vehicle providing specified levels of water pumping capabilities.

· Escaped fire - A fire that has exceeded initial attack capabilities, and is spreading. 

· Fireline – A break in the fuel, used to stop the spread of the fire.

· Fire Shelter - A personal protection item carried by fire fighters which, when deployed, unfolds to form a tent-like shelter of heat reflective materials. 

· Fuel Type – Refers to the type of vegetation in which a fire is burning. Used in predicting fire behavior and determining effects of a fire.

· Initial Attack – The control efforts undertaken by firefighters who are first to arrive at the incident.

· Lead Plane – A plane used to guide other aircraft usually air tankers to the “drop” location.

· Prescribed Burn - Controlled application of fire to wildland fuels, under specified environmental and weather conditions, to produce a fire that is confined to a pre-determined area. The reason for such burning is to produce the intensity of heat and rate of spread required to attain a planned resource management objective such as reducing the amount of old, dead logging slash that might fuel a major wildland fire. 

· Resources - All personnel and major items of equipment available, or potentially available, for assignment to a fire incident. 

· Slop Over – A fire which has breached the fireline.

· Spot Fire - Unwanted fire that occurs outside the perimeter of the main fire, caused by flying sparks or embers. Usually some distance beyond the fireline.

· Strike Team – Specified combinations of the same kind and type of resources, with common communications and a leader.

· S.E.A.T.S – Single Engine Air Tanker (s) A smaller version of the Air Tanker, this carries up to 200 gallons of water.

· Torching – A tree that suddenly erupts into flames from the base to the top.

· Wildfire - Any fire occurring on wildland, except a fire that is under prescription. 

· Wildland - An area in which development is essentially non-existent, except for roads, railroads, power lines, and similar transportation or utility structures. 

	Info used to enact local ordnances.


PRESS RELEASE

Contact Information:

Chief _____________, ___________County Fire – Rescue and Emergency Management

Office: _________________or email ________________________________

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: ____________date__________

“______________________ County Issues Temporary Ban on Open Burning”

______________________, Virginia – ___________________ County Fire-EMS Chief _________________________has announced a period of significant wildfire danger due to the extremely dry conditions found countywide in ________________ County.  Over the last month, extreme high temperatures and the significant lack of rain have created an extremely hazardous environment.  ____________ has large areas of forest and wooded land.  Parched vegetation have contributed to the fuel load; making for an even more dangerous situation.   

According to the Virginia Department of Forestry, the fire occurrence conditions in ________________________ are at a very high level.  This means that fires start readily, spread quickly, their resistance to control is high, and there is the potential for large fires.      

Even with the chance of some predicted showers Saturday evening, the rainfall will not be enough to alleviate this condition.  To protect the health and safety of citizens and protect the property in ________________ County, a “No Open Burning” ban will begin at 3:00PM on July 7, 2010.   This ban on open burning will last until the threat has subsided.  

Citizens are requested to completely extinguish smoking materials before discarding them.  The Emergency “NO OPEN BURNING” declaration prohibits outdoor burning of any kind.  To include any debris, substance, or material as well as yard waste (leaves, brush, stumps, & limbs) and other related materials.    

Any signs of a fire, including brush or woods fires, should be reported immediately by calling 911.  Grasses and brush are particularly vulnerable to rapid fire spread.  Keep all debris away from houses and open structures.   

For more information, contact ____________________________________at _______________________.

Emergency Ordinance Banning Outdoor Burning in 

__________________County

County Ordinance No.  __________________

Whereas, the Board of Supervisors for the County of ____________________ does hereby find that:

A. The lack of rainfall, low humidity and high winds has lead to extremely dry conditions which has caused the County of ________________ to face a dangerous fire condition; and,

B.
Due to the lack of moisture, a state of extreme peril for life and property necessitates the proclamation of the existence of an emergency; and,

C.
There is no appreciable amount of rain forecast for the County of _____________________; and

D.
On __________________, The County declared a local fire emergency to protect the citizens and property located in ____________________ County; and

E.
The Department of  Fire-Rescue and Emergency Management has requested a ban on outdoor burning, which the Department of Forestry has supported; and,

Whereas, §15.2-1427 of the Code of Virginia permits the County of ___________________ to enact emergency ordinances without the normal public notice. 

Whereas, §15.2-922.1 of the Code of Virginia permits the County of _______________________ to enact an  ordinance that regulates or prohibits the making of fires in streets, alleys, and other public places and, when a declared emergency exists, pursuant to §44-146.21, regulate the making of fires on private property.

The Board of Supervisors finds that lack of precipitation coupled with dry vegetation, warm temperatures and windy conditions has created a high risk of forest and field fires which endanger persons and property, and therefore hereby declares a fire emergency and ORDAINS as follows:

1. All outdoor burning and all outdoor fires, including camp fires, are prohibited except within a grill or stove designed and used for food preparation which contain fuel and fire within a metal or masonry container. 

2. Any violation of this ordinance is a Class 1 misdemeanor.

3. This ordinance shall expire 60 days from the date of enactment unless sooner declared void by the County Administrator upon his determination that a fire emergency no longer exists, or unless lawfully extended by act of the Board of Supervisors.  

4. This ordinance shall be published in the ________________________________for the next two consecutive weeks following enactment. 

Dated:  _________________ 


_____________________________







Chairman







Board of Supervisors







County of _______________

Attest: _________________________


Clerk, Board of Supervisors


County of ________________________

DECLARATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY

Whereas, the Board of Supervisors for the County of ____________ does hereby find that:

1. The lack of rainfall, low humidity and potential for winds has caused the County of _____________ to face a dangerous fire condition; and

2. Due to the lack of moisture, a state of extreme peril for life and property necessitates the proclamation of the existence of an emergency; and

3. The County has a duty to declare a local emergency to protect the citizens and property located in ____________________ County.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that an emergency now exists throughout said county; and that open air fires are prohibited; and

IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said emergency the powers, functions and duties of the Department of Fire-Rescue and Emergency Management of the County of _________________ shall be those prescribed by state law and the ordinances, resolutions and approved plans of the County of_______________ in order to mitigate the effects of said emergency. 

Dated:  



_____________________________







Chairman







Board of Supervisors







County of Caroline 

Attest: _________________________


Clerk, Board of Supervisors


County of Caroline

Whereas, §15.2-1427 of the Code of Virginia permits the County of __________ to enact emergency ordinances without the normal public notice.
§ 15.2-1427. Adoption of ordinances and resolutions generally; amending or repealing ordinances. 

A. Unless otherwise specifically provided for by the Constitution or by other general or special law, an ordinance may be adopted by majority vote of those present and voting at any lawful meeting. 

B. On final vote on any ordinance or resolution, the name of each member of the governing body voting and how he voted shall be recorded; however, votes on all ordinances and resolutions adopted prior to February 27, 1998, in which an unanimous vote of the governing body was recorded, shall be deemed to have been validly recorded. The governing body may adopt an ordinance or resolution by a recorded voice vote unless otherwise provided by law, or any member calls for a roll call vote. An ordinance shall become effective upon adoption or upon a date fixed by the governing body. 

C. All ordinances or resolutions heretofore adopted by a governing body shall be deemed to have been validly adopted, unless some provision of the Constitution of Virginia or the Constitution of the United States has been violated in such adoption. 

D. An ordinance may be amended or repealed in the same manner, or by the same procedure, in which, or by which, ordinances are adopted. 

E. An amendment or repeal of an ordinance shall be in the form of an ordinance which shall become effective upon adoption or upon a date fixed by the governing body, but, if no effective date is specified, then such ordinance shall become effective upon adoption. 

F. In counties, except as otherwise authorized by law, no ordinance shall be passed until after descriptive notice of an intention to propose the ordinance for passage has been published once a week for two successive weeks prior to its passage in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county. The second publication shall not be sooner than one calendar week after the first publication. The publication shall include a statement either that the publication contains the full text of the ordinance or that a copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in the clerk's office of the circuit court of the county or in the office of the county administrator; or in the case of any county organized under the form of government set out in Chapter 5, 7 or 8 of this title, a statement that a copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in the office of the clerk of the county board. Even if the publication contains the full text of the ordinance, a complete copy shall be available for public inspection in the offices named herein. 

In counties, emergency ordinances may be adopted without prior notice; however, no such ordinance shall be enforced for more than sixty days unless readopted in conformity with the provisions of this Code. 

G. In towns, no tax shall be imposed except by a two-thirds vote of the council members. 

(Code 1950, §§ 15-8, 15-10; 1950, p. 113; 1954, c. 529; 1956, cc. 218, 664; 1956, Ex. Sess., c. 40; 1958, cc. 190, 279; 1960, c. 606; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-504; 1966, cc. 405, 612; 1968, c. 625; 1970, c. 581; 1972, cc. 41, 837; 1973, c. 380; 1978, c. 235; 1983, c. 11; 1997, c. 587; 1998, c. 823; 2000, c. 895.) 

Whereas, §15.2-922.1 of the Code of Virginia permits the County of ___________ to enact an  ordinance that regulates or prohibits the making of fires in streets, alleys, and other public places and, when a declared emergency exists, pursuant to § 44-146.21, regulate the making of fires on private property.
§ 15.2-922.1. Regulating or prohibiting the making of fires. 

A. Any city or town may by ordinance regulate or prohibit the making of fires in streets, alleys, and other public places and regulate the making of fires on private property. 

B. In addition to the authority provided under § 27-98, any county may by ordinance regulate or prohibit the making of fires in streets, alleys, and other public places and, when a declared emergency exists, pursuant to § 44-146.21, regulate the making of fires on private property. 

(2007, c. 256.)
§ 44-146.21. Declaration of local emergency. 

(a) A local emergency may be declared by the local director of emergency management with the consent of the governing body of the political subdivision. In the event the governing body cannot convene due to the disaster or other exigent circumstances, the director, or in his absence, the deputy director, or in the absence of both the director and deputy director, any member of the governing body may declare the existence of a local emergency, subject to confirmation by the governing body at its next regularly scheduled meeting or at a special meeting within fourteen days of the declaration, whichever occurs first. The governing body, when in its judgment all emergency actions have been taken, shall take appropriate action to end the declared emergency. 

(b) A declaration of a local emergency as defined in § 44-146.16 shall activate the local Emergency Operations Plan and authorize the furnishing of aid and assistance thereunder. 

(c) [Repealed.] 

(c1) Whenever a local emergency has been declared, the director of emergency management of each political subdivision or any member of the governing body in the absence of the director, if so authorized by the governing body, may control, restrict, allocate or regulate the use, sale, production and distribution of food, fuel, clothing and other commodities, materials, goods, services and resource systems which fall only within the boundaries of that jurisdiction and which do not impact systems affecting adjoining or other political subdivisions, enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat such threatened or actual disaster, protect the health and safety of persons and property and provide emergency assistance to the victims of such disaster, and proceed without regard to time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law (except mandatory constitutional requirements) pertaining to the performance of public work, entering into contracts, incurring of obligations, employment of temporary workers, rental of equipment, purchase of supplies and materials, and other expenditures of public funds, provided such funds in excess of appropriations in the current approved budget, unobligated, are available. Whenever the Governor has declared a state of emergency, each political subdivision affected may, under the supervision and control of the Governor or his designated representative, enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat such threatened or actual disaster beyond the capabilities of local government, protect the health and safety of persons and property and provide emergency assistance to the victims of such disaster. In exercising the powers vested under this section, under the supervision and control of the Governor, the political subdivision may proceed without regard to time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law pertaining to public work, entering into contracts, incurring of obligations, employment of temporary workers, rental of equipment, purchase of supplies and materials, levying of taxes, and appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 

(d) No interjurisdictional agency or official thereof may declare a local emergency. However, an interjurisdictional agency of emergency management shall provide aid and services to the affected political subdivision authorizing such assistance in accordance with the agreement as a result of a local or state declaration. 

(e) None of the provisions of this chapter shall apply to the Emergency Disaster Relief provided by the American Red Cross or other relief agency solely concerned with the provision of service at no cost to the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

(1973, c. 260; 1974, c. 4; 1975, c. 11; 1976, c. 594; 1986, c. 24; 1990, c. 945; 1994, c. 75 2000, c. 309.) 

One question that is frequently asked is "Can we get a ride up in one of your planes?" The answer is NO – by Federal regulation only persons who are essential for the mission are allowed on these flights. On rare occasions a flight will be organized to allow media and public officials to view fires.  Seating on these flights is limited and will be divided between representatives of various groups.  Your best way of getting aerial coverage is to contract a local charter service or flight operation.  This method also has limitations, as airspace may be restricted in the area around and approaching the fire for safety reasons. Any aerial access to a fire must be cleared in advance. (Talk to your pilot about FAA flight restrictions under 91.137a.) Pre-approved flyovers can usually be arranged, but they must be coordinated with the Incident Commander first. This is something the Fire Information Officer can help you in arranging. He or she will coordinate your flight with the IC and Air Operations.
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The orange/red coloring on the maps indicate the areas of the country that are in "fire season" for the specific months identified.
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