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Good morning everyone, 


Check out the Branch and enjoy your week.


Rob Farrell 
State Forester 
Virginia Department of Forestry


Headquarters
900 Natural Resources Drive, #800 
Charlottesville, VA 22903
office (434) 220-9047


cell (757) 810-6943 
fax (434) 220-9140


rob.farrell@dof.virginia.gov
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Employee Spotlight 



Sarah Parmelee – Job Well Done! 



 The below message was received from INOVA COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Lead Emily Hautbois in 
regards to Sarah Parmelee’s (forestland conservation coordinator) successful two-week volunteer 
commitment in Arlington. 



 “I wanted to contact you to let you know what a pleasure it was to have Sarah volunteer at our 
vaccination clinic last week. She was such a fantastic help for our team, and we are greatly 
appreciative for the hard work that she put in while she was here. She was here for what totaled 
just over 40 hours and worked diligently and efficiently all week. 



We will certainly miss her this week while she is back at her real job! Please take the time to 
congratulate her on a job well done. She truly went above and beyond the call of duty as a 
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volunteer and made all of our lives easier as INOVA Well staff. You are blessed to have such a hard-
working team player on your staff!” 



Employee News 



Congratulations Kirby Woolfolk! 



 Kirby Woolfolk has accepted the State Forest Management Specialist Position and will be the local 
manager for Prince Edward - Gallion and the new Charlotte State Forest starting May 25, 2021. 



Welcome to VDOF! 



 Please welcome Sabina Dhungana to the VDOF family as the new Utilization and Marketing (U&M) 
Program Manager. Sabina brings with her a wealth of experience and demonstrated success within the 
forest products industry and state government. Sabina's professional interests have focused on 
innovative wood products, wood energy, mass timber, biochar and carbon. A native of Nepal, Sabina 
has spent her last 15 years developing successful programs and grants to enhance and improve forest 
utilization through creative approaches in the Midwest. Having held similar positions with Winrock 
International in California, the Kansas Forest Service and most recently the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, Division of Forestry Sabina's experience will elevate our U&M program. Adding 
Sabina's leadership to our impactful team members Joe Lehnen, Rachel Harris and Jennifer Leach, the 
future is extremely bright. Sabina has achieved a Bachelor's degree in forestry 
from Tribhuvan University and a Master’s degree in Forest Science from West Virginia University. 
Sabina will be starting her leadership position on May 25. 



Leaving VDOF! 



 Raina DeFonza (public information specialist) is resigning her position on June 2 to pursue an 
opportunity in New Jersey. Best of luck on your new adventure. 



Field Notes 



 Do you ever come across interesting creatures, trees, or other sights while you’re out in the field? We 
want to share your photos! We’ll compile them into periodic “What’s in the Woods Today” blog posts. 
Please send photos any time to publicinfo@dof.virginia.gov , with the subject heading Field Notes, and 
include a few lines or a short paragraph about the photo. 



News You Can Use 



Fiscal Year 2022, Five Percent Employee Salary Increase. 



 This summer, we are hopeful as we celebrate a couple of milestones: the prospects of a pandemic 
dwindling its control and the additional five percent salary increase authorized by the 2021 General 
Assembly. The authorized increase is effective June 10, 2021 for eligible full- and part-
time classified employees. All VDOF employees in salaried positions as of March 10, 2021 or earlier are 
eligible for the pay increase. All eligible employees shall see the pay raise reflected in their July 1, 2021 
paycheck. Only those hired after March 10 and those receiving a below contributor performance rating 
in the most recent performance cycle will not receive the increase. 
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Project Updates 



Policy and Procedures 



 Policy and Procedure 7-4 Rural Forestry Technical Procedures has been updated to reflect changes to 
Seedling Protection Devices. If you have any questions, please contact Todd Groh. 



Last Week 



Forestland Conservation 



 Lara Johnson (urban & community forestry [U&CF] program manager), Molly O'Liddy (U&CF 
partnership coordinator), Matt Wolanski (senior area forester) and Ashely Mock (area forester) met 
with the Front Royal/Warren County Tree Stewards and conducted site visits for Virginia Trees for 
Clean Water projects in the Shenandoah work area. 



 Molly O'Liddy attended the City of Charlottesville's Arbor Day celebration at Walker Upper Elementary 
School. Also present at the event were city staff and Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards. 



Forest Resource Management  



 VDOF Forest Inventory & Analysis (FIA) crews have completed and transmitted 54 percent of the 
inventory plots in the current panel of work as of May 1 (FIA staff had completed 45 percent as of April 
1).  



 One of the strategies of the Hardwood Forest Habitat Initiative is to develop demonstration areas 
across the state. On April 29, Dennis Gaston (state forest forester), Clint Phegley and Jesse Bander 
(area foresters), and Dean Cumbia (director of forest resource management) examined several areas 
on Sandy Point State Forest in King William County for potential hardwood demonstration areas. On 
each site, the group used the Hardwood Assessment Tool to gather data on existing stand conditions 
and help make decisions on practices to improve the stands. 



 Katlin DeWitt (forest health specialist) led a Virginia Association of Forest Health Professionals (VAFHP) 
steering committee call to begin planning the 2022 VAFHP conference. We are hopeful that there will 
be both in-person and virtual options for this meeting in February 2022.  



 Teagan O'Brien (forest health technician) and Katlin DeWitt collected the final week of samples from 
this year's southern pine beetle (SPB) survey. Traps have been removed and samples are being sorted 
to identify southern pine beetles. 25 traps were placed in 11 counties and were checked weekly by the 
following: Kevin Keith (senior area forester), Rich Reuse, Lisa Deaton, Bill Sweeney, Laura Guthrie, Tom 
Burke (area foresters), Kenny Midgett (forest technician), Jim Schroering (longleaf/SPB prevention 
coordinator) and Jesse Bander . Thanks to everyone who assisted with this survey! 



 Lori Chamberlin (forest health program manager) and Katlin DeWitt measured white pine long-term 
monitoring plots in Highland and Augusta Counties. White pines at these sites are infested with a bast 
scale insect and a pathogen that are causing decline in white pines throughout the southern 
Appalachian region.  



Fire and Emergency Response 



 On April 30, the last day of the designated spring fire season, a major fire occurred in the City of 
Suffolk, just west of the downtown area of the city. The fire was in a young pine stand and was driven 
by steady southeast winds of 15-20 mph with gusts as high as 25 mph. The area had multiple homes 
interspersed among forestland, and several of the homes were evacuated as a precautionary measure. 
Firefighters requested several water drops from a single engine fixed-wing airplane. Rapid and 





http://intranet.dof.virginia.gov/policy_procedure/PP_07-004_rural_forestry_technical_procedures.pdf
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effective initial attack from the air and ground, assisted by staff from the Suffolk Fire Department, 
allowed the firefighters to limit the damage to 30 acres of forestland and help prevent any damage to 
structures. 



Agency Lands 



 Garland Gray Forestry Center finished fumigation and seed bed preparation for this year’s loblolly 
crop. The nursery rotates fumigation between the sections of the beds every year. Fumigation is 
necessary for weed, disease and nematode control. The seedling season has concluded for both 
nurseries. 



 The nursery is beginning to plant next year’s crop this week. 



 Work has begun on clearing the old white pine orchard at Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest in 
preparation for possible future cone collection efforts.  



 Ones Bitoki (tree improvement forester) did maintenance work of progeny tests at Hockley Research 
Tract and also manually released the clay- vs gel-dip trial established this last March. So far only one 
seedling in either treatment has died, so there are no apparent differences through the first six weeks 
after planting. 



State Forest 



 A lottery turkey hunt was held on the Hockley Research Tract through the Department of Wildlife 
Resources (DWR). 



 Staff assisted the US Fish & Wildlife service with a controlled burn on James River National Wildlife 
Management Area. 



 A report on the Stewardship and Status of Virginia's State-Owned Historic Property: 2021-2023 by the 
Department of Historic Resources (DHR) mentioned Zoar State Forest and other State-Owned Lands 
such as Central State Hospital, Women's Correctional Center in Goochland, and the Department of 
Corrections State Farm on which VDOF has written management plans. Zoar State Forest completed 
work on its smokehouse and servant quarters at Zoar State Forest in spring 2020. Zoar State Forest is 
listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register (VLR) and National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) for its 
architectural design and significance during the period of 1821–1955. VDOF coordinated the 
rehabilitation project with DHR to conduct appropriate work. The report can be found at the following 
link: https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=45e1268059&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-
f:1698739648418594806&th=179322b5bddcbff6&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=30cae7794e471c73
_0.1 



Central Region 



 The Hardwood Assessment Tool allows users to systematically gather forest stand data on tree 
species, stocking, levels of regeneration, and other conditions that affect stand development and to 
assign a score to the stand in relation to the landowner’s objective. Recently, Joe Rossetti (senior area 
forester), Peter Schoderbek (area forester) and Dean Cumbia met with DWR staff at the Phelps Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) in Fauquier County. DWR staff has several projects that are in the planning 
stages on the WMA and are very interested in how the Hardwood Assessment Tool can assist with 
stand evaluation and practice selection. The group sampled two stands and discussed the use of the 
tool, and practices to achieve the goals on the property (increase diversity, maintain oak).  



 Martha Warring (senior area forester) participated in the Arbor Day celebration for the City of 
Lynchburg at Riverside Park. VDOF had a table set up with educational material and assisted Lynchburg 





https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=45e1268059&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1698739648418594806&th=179322b5bddcbff6&view=att&disp=inline&realattid=30cae7794e471c73_0.1
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City Arborist Sarah Hagan with giving out hardwood seedlings. The Arbor Day Proclamation was read 
and a tree was planted in the park. 



 Jon Willoughby (forest technician) assisted a motorist whose car was on fire on the Route 29 bypass in 
Amherst County. Jon was driving the VDOF transport unit back to Rustburg after assisting with a fire in 
Amherst when he saw flames coming from underneath a car parked on the side of the road. He 
stopped and used the fire extinguisher to control the fire and stayed until the fire department arrived.  



 Bill Perry (forester specialist) taught the field portion of S-130 (firefighter training) and S-190 
(introduction to wildland fire behavior) courses to students at Amherst County High School. The 
students also practiced with the VDOF engine, laying hose and becoming familiar with using it as a fire 
tool. 



News Clips 



 Fire was once the forester’s enemy. Now it’s a tool for regenerating Appalachia’s forests. 



 Virginia using drone technology with chemical balls to create safe prescribed burn 



 Traeger Grills to invest $3M in Wythe County operation 



 Brush fire in Deer Path Road area of Suffolk under control 



 Into the Woods: 'What are old growth forests?' 



 Forest measuring satellite passes tests with flying colors 



 GreenSchools designation for independent school in Charlottesville 



 VIDEO: Forest fires erupt in Chatham, Blairs 



 Like A Mighty Oak...Mapping the timber industry boom in 2021 



 Red flag warning issued for Central Virginia, Dept. of Forestry says avoid burning 



 Fire danger high today; Red Flag Warning issued 



 Charges placed in Tuesday brush fire 



 





https://www.virginiamercury.com/2021/05/04/fire-was-once-the-enemy-of-the-forester-now-its-a-tool-for-regenerating-appalachias-forests/


https://wset.com/news/local/virginia-department-wildlife-resources-using-drone-technology-chemical-balls-create-safe-prescribed-burn


https://www.wdbj7.com/2021/04/29/traeger-grills-to-invest-3m-in-wythe-county-operation/


https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/suffolk/multiple-crews-respond-to-brush-fire-in-deer-path-road-area-of-suffolk/291-f53b2529-b3ce-432d-a84a-c8beb94b50b6


https://www.miltonindependent.com/news/environment/into-the-woods-what-are-old-growth-forests/article_2d9f4cd9-855e-5f9f-837e-a6ecd687a63b.html


https://phys.org/news/2021-04-forest-satellite.html


https://www.cbs19news.com/story/43778303/greenschools-designation-for-independent-school-in-charlottesville


https://www.chathamstartribune.com/news/article_f3e91da0-a87e-11eb-8d88-330e623ef018.html


https://www.archpaper.com/2021/04/2021-timber-map/
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https://www.smithfieldtimes.com/2021/04/30/fire-danger-high-today-red-flag-warning-issued/
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