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November 14, 2022 

Upcoming Events 

 Visit https://dof.virginia.gov/events/ for public events and 
https://dof.virginia.gov/events/category/employee-only/ for employee only events. 

Employee Spotlight 

Zoe Bergman and Peter Schoderbek – Great Job! 

 From a landowner in Rappahannock County:  "On Monday, 24 Oct 2022, Zoe Bergman (natural 
resource specialist) and Peter Schoderbek (area forester) came out to my property in Amissville to 
advise me on a forest management plan. They spent hours walking with me pointing out various trees, 
teaching me about what I have on the land and how to improve my forest. These two did such an 
outstanding job I cannot thank them enough. I wanted to reach out to you and let you know these two 
are people who are shining examples of what an impact a forester can have to someone such as 
myself." 

Michael Downey and Cameron Lipscomb – Thank You! 

 Below is a thank you card from the Envirothon coach at Louisa County High School. Michael Downey 
(area forester) and Cameron Lipscomb (forest technician) discussed tree ID, forest management, RT 
and water quality with the high school's Envirothon team in preparation for the State Fair and the 
state Envirothon competition. 

 

https://dof.virginia.gov/events/
https://dof.virginia.gov/events/category/employee-only/
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Employee News 

Welcome to VDOF 

 Please join the Eastern Region in welcoming James Cochran to the Five Forks team 
as a Forest Technician. James, a Blackstone resident, comes to the agency with 
experience as an officer at the Department of Corrections and has served in the U.S. 
Army. His first day in the region was November 10. 

Leaving VDOF 

 Corey Richie (procurement officer) has left VDOF to accept a promotional opportunity with 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). Her last day was November 9.  Procurement 
inquiries can be directed to Director of Finance Lauren Sumner, until further notice. 

News You Can Use 

Research Reports 

 Three new research reports have been posted to the VDOF Resource Library : 

 #146 - Establishment Methods for Shortleaf Pine 

 #147 - Establishment Methods for Longleaf Pine 

Last Week 

Southwest Virginia Wildfires  

 A 500-acre wildfire in Buchanan County last weekend was the latest in a series of fires impacting 
Southwest Virginia. A 15-member VDOF crew responded to the fire at 4 p.m. Friday and additional 
local firefighters brought the workforce to 30. The fire threatened several structures, but crews were 
able to prevent damage to any homes. A helicopter (known as a sky crane) was used for suppression 
efforts and crews then created fire lines around flames that had threatened dozens of structures. As of 
Monday morning, clean-up crews were focused on checking the lines to identify potential hotspots 
and areas of concern. Crews also strengthened the lines where needed to prevent weather conditions 
from contributing to fires. Other recent wildfires include two in Lee County (400 and 200 acres.)  

Southeastern US Fire Situation 

 The Southeastern Forest Fire Compact was activated at the request of the state of Kentucky due to 
persistent drought conditions and increased fire occurrence. VDOF agreed to assemble a crew of part-
time and full-time wildland firefighters to assist Kentucky.  We typically do not send crews out of state 
during our own fire seasons.  We decided to do so in this case because our increased fire activity was 
limited to the far southwest region and the tropical storm was forecasted to impact Virginia and not 
Kentucky.  Fortunately, the storm solved the whole problem by tracking through Kentucky.  

2nd Annual Virginia Wood Council Meeting  

 VDOF recently hosted the 2nd Annual Virginia Wood Council Meeting in Richmond. Representatives 
from the Virginia Economic Development Partnership, Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, Virginia Loggers Association, Virginia Forestry Association, Virginia Forest Products 
Association, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, Virginia Tech, Mountain Gateway 
Community College, and biomass users attended. Assistant State Forester Terry Lasher was also in 
attendance and provided agency updates. Main topics of discussion were the industry workforce, the 

mailto:lauren.sumner@dof.virginia.gov?subject=Procurement
https://dof.virginia.gov/resource-library/
https://dof.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/RR-146.pdf
https://dof.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/RR-147.pdf
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timber product output survey, biomass industry promotion, statewide business recruitment and 
retention, and next year’s biochar grant activities.  

Emerald Ash Borer Damage 

 VDOF staff recently met with Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation State Park and 
Natural Heritage staff to survey ash trees at Middle Peninsula State Park. While conducting vegetation 
surveys, Natural Heritage staff discovered two stands of trees with high concentrations of white ash. 
The trees range in size from saplings to more than 20" diameter at breast height, or DBH (the standard 
for measuring trees) and showed varying degrees of emerald ash borer damage. The site was 
evaluated for potential use as a biological control release and chemical treatment site. VDOF staff will 
return next summer to conduct the work.  

Biological Control Program for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid  

 Predator beetles reared at the Virginia Tech Beneficial Insect Quarantine Facility were sent to VDOF 
and released at the Paul and First Mountain State Forests on Nov. 2-3. The sites will be monitored to 
determine if the beetles are able to establish a population and control the hemlock woolly adelgid. 
VDOF's Forest Health Program participates in a biological control program for the hemlock woolly 
adelgid, an invasive insect that attacks hemlock trees in eastern North America. Two years ago, 
significant populations of hemlock woolly adelgid were discovered at the Paul and First Mountain state 
forests. The trees were treated with pesticide for short-term control, and this year biological control 
agents were released for long-term control.  

Generation NEXT Program’s Legacy Planning Workshop 

 A Generation NEXT Program Legacy Planning workshop was held at VDOF’s New Kent Forestry Center 
on Nov 2. A partnership between VDOF and the Virginia Cooperative Extension, the workshops help 
landowners plan for the forwarding of land to the next generation. VDOF staff presented on various 
tools available to Virginia landowners to keep forestlands intact, in forest, and “in family.” Discussion 
included the land use taxation program, sustainable forest management plans, conservation 
easements, and the Century Forest program. Detailed presentations on legal and financial tools for 
estate planning were also included. 

201st Conservation Easement in Eastern Giles County  

 VDOF’s Forestland Conservation Program recently completed its 201st conservation easement on the 
Marshall property in eastern Giles County. Together with VDOF’s Little Meadows and Little Stony 
easements, the Marshall property is part of an adjoining 4,000-plus-acre conserved landscape along 
the boundary of Jefferson National Forest. The property comprises approximately 525 forested acres 
that drain into Little Stony Creek, a stream containing native brook trout that makes up the 
headwaters flowing to the USDA Forest Service’s Cascades Falls day use area. 

Solar Soil Carbon Project Event  

 American Climate Partners (formerly the Center for Natural Capital located in Rapidan), announced an 
innovative multi-year pilot partnership with Dominion Energy to capture carbon in soil at the 
company’s largest solar installation at Fort Powhatan. VDOF presented on how biochar fits into the 
agency’s forest utilization and marketing program while helping promote new and emerging outlets 
for wood residue generated during forest management activities as well as from wood processing 
manufacturers. 

 

http://www.ext.vt.edu/
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Alleghany Highlands Conservation Easement Workshop  

 VDOF attended the Alleghany Highlands Conservation Easement Workshop in Covington. In addition to 
learning about VDOF’s open space easement program, landowners heard from a panel of experts 
about different easement options, costs and benefits available in Virginia. 

Spotted Lanternfly  

 The spotted lanternfly has been identified in First Mountain State Forest, which covers 573 acres in 
Rockingham County. VDOF staff are coordinating with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services staff to develop a treatment plan.  

Southern Pine Beetle Damage in Cumberland State Forest  

 VDOF staff visited the Cumberland State Forest on Oct. 
25 to investigate damage caused by the southern pine 
beetle. The beetles were identified along with significant 
pine mortality. A drone was used to evaluate the extent 
of damage and an aerial survey will be conducted to 
survey a larger area of central Virginia.  

Hurricane Ian Tree Urban Forest Strike Team  

 VDOF staff deployed to Florida as part of a multi-state 
urban forest strike team to assist the City of Naples with tree risk assessments following Hurricane Ian. 
The city will be using the data collected to apply for Federal Emergency Management Agency 
assistance funding for the damaged trees. States represented on the deployment included Virginia, 
Florida, Georgia and Oklahoma. 

Eastern Region Education  

 VDOF joined more than 150 businesses, organizations and agencies at the Richmond Raceway Complex 
for “Mission Tomorrow,” a two-day career-oriented event for students that included interactive 
activities and discussions with employers. More than 12,000 public school 8th graders from Charles 
City, Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Richmond and Powhatan were provided 
rare access to industry representatives, and local career and technical education resources to gain 
awareness of what it means to be prepared for a career. VDOF staff also joined Hanover County’s 
“Agriculture Days,” a two-day event where they spoke with nearly 200 local middle-schoolers about 
forest management, forest products, forest health and wildfires. 

Fall Forestry and Wildlife Field Tours  

 VDOF staff took part in the 46th Annual Fall Forestry and Wildlife field tour in Louisa County, the third 
in the series. VDOF's partners included the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Thomas Jefferson Soil and 
Water Conservation District, and Chips Inc. These educational tours provide in-the-field observations 
of science-based management practices, sources of technical and financial management assistance, 
and networking between landowners and natural resource professionals. The day included 
presentations on pine and hardwood management, a tour of Chips sawmill in Zions Crossroads, lunch 
at the 500-acre National Park Service Historic Landmark Brackett’s Farm, and discussions on integrated 
pest management and the use of prescribed fire to convert grassland to pollinator species.    

  



Virginia Department of Forestry The Branch 

2022-11-14 Branch.docx page 5 of 6 

Urban Wood Program  

 VDOF, in partnership with the Harrisonburg Urban Wood Program, conducted an urban wood 
presentation for James Madison University Industrial Design students. The 30 undergrads learned 
about the Virginia and Harrisonburg Urban Wood programs, similar programs at other Virginia 
universities, and the full circle management of VDOF’s urban forest resources. 

Forest Resource Management 

 Lori Chamberlin (forest health program manager) and Patti Nylander (watershed stewardship 
specialist) gave a presentation about Forest Health and Water Quality to the Virginia Environmental 
Health Association. There were over 100 attendees at the virtual conference.  

 Amy Bigger (area forester) organized staff from the Southern Rivers District - BJ Butler, Mike Aherron, 
Miller Adams, Tyler Newton (area foresters) and Joe Rossetti (hardwood initiative coordinator) - to 
mark nearly 50 acres for crop tree release (CTR) for a Hardwood Habitat Incentive Program project in 
Lunenburg County. The area had been harvested about 15 years ago and regenerated naturally with 
hardwoods. The property had sold since the harvest, and the current owner contacted Amy to discuss 
options for management. Clearing the hardwoods that were already started in order to plant pine was 
not an attractive option to the landowner, if there was potential for the current stand to develop into 
something that would meet his needs. Amy assessed the stand using the Hardwood Assessment Tool 
and determined a CTR would be appropriate for the stand given the landowner’s goals and 
objectives. Next, the landowner will secure a contractor to do the cutting. As a note, this is the largest 
CTR project on state or private land since the beginning of the Hardwood Initiative, and one of the 
largest Hardwood Habitat Incentive Projects. 

State Forest 

 A private citizen has volunteered to mow the trails & old roads on Chesterfield State Forest for hiking 
and biking by the public. 

 Staff hosted an annual dozer practice day for Eastern Region at Chesterfield State Forest, with lots of 
new trail constructed and road maintenance completed. 

 Staff conducted an educational program for an ecology class from Emory and Henry College at 
Channels State Forest. Thirteen students visited a recent harvest site and a degraded hardwood stand 
to discuss forest ecology and management. The class also visited shortleaf and chestnut plantings and 
a vernal pool. The students were excited to see a large bear track as well as coyote, turkey and deer 
tracks by the vernal pool. Students also got to hear the drumming of a ruffed grouse during their visit 
to the state forest.  

 A project agreement was signed with the Ruffed Grouse Society & American Woodcock Society for a 2-
year project that will include the Channels State Forest for a Dynamic Forest Restoration Project.  No 
project monies were committed, only area and staff time. 

 Eastern Region  

 On October 27, Kendall Topping (community forestry specialist) led educational 
presentations for four Pre-K classes at Coleman Place Elementary School in 
Norfolk. Kendall spoke to around 40 students on how a tree grows and how trees 
help us in everyday life. The students particularly loved learning about where 
apples and toilet paper come from! By the end of the presentation, students had a 
new appreciation of trees and how to protect them. (pictured) 
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 On October 29, Kendall Topping and Stephen Jasenak (water quality 
engineer) hosted a table at Virginia Beach's second annual Treetopia event. 
Families visited the VDOF table to learn about the importance of forests to 
clean water, wildlife, and human health. Barks and Rex, Virginia Beach's 
Parks and Recreation mascot, even learned something new about their 
city's trees! (pictured) 

 Jesse Bander (natural resource specialist), Kathleen Ogilvy and Rich Reuse (area foresters) represented 
VDOF during Agriculture Days in Hanover. During the two-day event they spoke to nearly 200 Hanover 
middle schoolers about forest management, forest products, forest health, and wildfire. 

Central Region 

 Bill Perry (forester specialist) and Tom Snoddy (area forester) hosted a Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) Forestry contest at Sweet Briar College in Amherst County. 

 Chuck Wright, Michael Downey, Jonah Fielding (area foresters), Cameron Lipscomb, Tyler Hill (forest 
technicians), and David Powell (district forester) hosted 10 schools for a FFA contest at Pleasant Grove 
Park in Fluvanna County. 

 Bill Perry and Gary Hall-Matson (forest technician), along with the engine and dozer, had a fire 
safety display at the Amherst County Fair. Bill also conducted the fair's chainsaw derby. 

 Kinner Ingram (district forester) met with the emergency response crew at Aerojet Rocketdyne 
(defense contractor). He reviewed initial attack wildland fire response as well as some basic Wildland 
Urban Interface topics. 

 Zoe Bergman (natural resource specialist), Jacob Zielinski (bay watershed specialist), and Kinner Ingram 
assisted students at Fauquier County High School with planting 870 trees on the high school's campus. 
The trees were planted in areas that will need less maintenance as well as provide some water quality 
benefits. 

 Rodney Newlin (water quality engineer) attended the Southern Group of State Foresters (SGSF) Water 
Resources Committee review of the Kentucky Division of Forestry's Best Management Practices (BMP) 
program in Pineville, KY. The goal of BMP Program Review is to determine if and how state BMP 
programs can more effectively and efficiently deliver their program and services. The objectives of 
BMP Program Reviews are: 

 Information exchange among state and federal BMP experts 

 To develop recommendations for changes or improvements where necessary 

 To improve overall program performance 

BMP Program Managers from Virginia, Oklahoma, North Carolina, and the USFS Program Manager for 
Landscape Scale Restoration and Water Resources were on the review team. (Pictured) 

Communications 

 Ellen Powell (conservation education coordinator) staffed a VDOF exhibit at Virginia State University’s 
Small Farm Outreach Conference in Portsmouth. 

 Ellen Powell and Project Learning Tree (PLT) facilitator Tarneshia Evans staffed a VDOF booth at the 
Virginia Association of Science Teachers annual professional development institute.  

 


