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The Importance of Thinning

When pine trees grow close together, they begin to 
compete for light, water and nutrients. The best way to 
keep pine trees healthy is to give them all the sunlight 
they can use. This means thinning the forest periodically 
so that each pine has room to expand its branches and 
roots. With plenty of light and space, they will continue 
to grow well and remain resistant to bark beetles. 

There are many bark beetles that attack pine trees. By 
far, the most destructive is the southern pine beetle. 
A southern pine beetle outbreak can kill up to several 
million dollars’ worth of timber, reduce recreational 
values and create fire hazards. Thinning is the preferred 
and predominant strategy for reducing a forest stand’s 
susceptibility to southern pine beetle. 

Logger Incentive Program

The Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) offers a 
Logger Incentive Cost-Share Program to support first 
commercial pine thinning on small tracts of land 
that are often too small to justify the overhead costs 
associated with moving to and working on the site. 
The incentive covers 100% of itemized costs claimed 

by the logger, not to 
exceed $4,000 in cost-
share payments per 
application. Examples 
of appropriate costs 
include: labor/hours 
for truck drivers and 
equipment operators; 
mileage and/or hours 
for use of transports, 
bulldozers, skidders 
or other equipment; 
materials such as 
gravel, grass seed, 
culverts, mats and 
bridges, or other 
contractual services. 

Program Details
 ◆ Parcel must be 5 to 30 acres in size. 

 ◆ Pine species must be loblolly, shortleaf, longleaf, 
pond, Virginia, pitch or white pine. 

 ◆ Parcel must be between 12 and 22 years of age. 

 ◆ Parcel must have a minimum basal area of 110 
square feet per acre or 350 trees per acre. Parcel 
must be thinned to a target of 60-80 square feet 
per acre or 100-250 trees per acres of live, healthy, 
undamaged volume. Parcel must not be in public 
or forest industry ownership, or be managed by 
a Timber Investment Management Organization 
(TIMO) or Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT). 

 ◆ Parcel must not adjoin another parcel being thinned 
under the same landownership. 

 ◆ Applicant must be a certified SHARP logger (or 
equivalent if not in Virginia). 

 ◆ Applicant must not owe the DOF any civil penalties 
or other outstanding debt. 

 ◆ Applicant may not receive more than $12,000 per 
federal fiscal year (10/1-9/30). 

 ◆ The DOF reserves the right to discontinue this 
program at any time. 

This program is supported by the USDA Forest Service, 
Forest Health Protection. 

More Information

For more information about the Logger Incentive Cost-
Share Program, contact your local DOF office or visit the 
agency website at www.dof.virginia.gov. 




