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Policy and Procedure 4-8 
Wildfire Prevention 

Issued By: Robert W. Farrell, State Forester  

Effective Date: December 21, 2022 

Codes/Mandates: Code of Virginia: §10.1-1105 Additional powers and duties of State Forester 

References: Virginia’s Forest Fire Laws 

Forms: Form 4.34 Woodland Home Wildfire Hazard Assessment  
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PURPOSE 
Provide standards for agency wildfire prevention activities to reduce the occurrence and impact of human-caused 
wildfires. 

POLICY 
The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) will maintain a proactive wildfire prevention program to reduce the 
occurrence of human-caused wildfires in the Commonwealth.  

Wildfires will be thoroughly investigated to determine the origin and cause as well as the responsible party. Internal and 
external communication of the fire laws is required as well as education of agency cooperators and the public about the 
current wildfire risk and their responsibility in eliminating wildfire starts. 

Virginia’s 4PM Burning Law prohibits outdoor burning before 4:00 p.m. from February 15 through April 30 of each year if 
the fire is in, or within 300 feet of woodland, brushland or fields containing dry grass or other flammable material. The 
VDOF must advertise the 4PM law each year to the public. 

More restrictive burning bans may be invoked at the state or local levels during periods of extreme fire danger. Such bans 
would supersede the 4PM law when in effect.  

DEFINITIONS 
“Agency” and “VDOF” means the Virginia Department of Forestry. 
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“Commonwealth” means the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

“Firewise” a national program run through state forestry agencies to educate people in fire-prone or fire-endangered 
communities about ways to lower their risk for wildfires. 

PROCEDURES 

Virginia’s 4PM Burning Law 
The leading cause of wildfires in Virginia is debris burning. The 4PM Burning Law is one of the most effective tools used in 
the prevention of wildfires caused by debris burning. 

The following agency actions will be taken in support of the annual 4PM law: 

♦ 4PM Burning Law bumper stickers will be placed on all VDOF-owned rolling stock (pickups, cars, transports, sport 
utilities and utilities) on February 15th and removed on April 30th. 

♦ All roadside signs will be maintained providing a professional image of the VDOF with the 4PM Burning Law sign 
being displayed February 15th through April 30th. Other signage will be used as appropriate. 

♦ A news release will be distributed to all statewide media markets advertising the 4PM Burning Law between 
February 1st and February 15th. 

♦ Approved social media platforms will be utilized to advertise/promote not only the 4PM Burning Law but also 
any bans or restrictions issued by the Governor’s office. 

Wildfire Prevention Activities 
The VDOF will implement the following activities in support of the wildfire prevention program: 

♦ Develop and deliver wildfire prevention messages to target audiences. 

♦ Smokey Bear school programs, community programs (including fairs, parades and events), prevention/education 
training and meetings will be utilized in areas of high wildfire occurrence. 

♦ Approved social media platforms will be utilized to advertise/promote not only the 4PM Burning Law, any bans 
or restrictions issued by the Governor’s office and any other prevention activities or events. 

♦ The Fire and Emergency Response Branch and each Regional Office will maintain updated contact lists of key 
cooperator prevention personnel, public information officers and their local media. 

♦ Prevention-focused news releases will be delivered in targeted areas on a periodic basis and fliers will be 
delivered to fire departments and other partners for distribution, as necessary. 

♦ Local TV weather personnel and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) offices will be 
contacted during periods of increased wildfire threat to assist with the public delivery of necessary messaging. 

♦ Agency roadside signs will display a general fire prevention message when in use outside of the 4PM Burning Law 
period. Other prevention-based signage may be used as appropriate. 

Firewise Virginia Program 
The VDOF will implement a Firewise Virginia program to identify and target wildfire prevention messaging and wildfire 
hazard mitigation activities in Virginia’s woodland home communities. The program will be implemented on a local level 
with oversight and direction from the Fire and Emergency Response Branch working through the regional fire specialists, 
in conjunction with the regional foresters. 

Wildfire hazard mitigation grant funding will be utilized to complete mitigation projects in Virginia’s woodland home 
communities. 
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Woodland Home Community Assessment 
Virginia’s woodland home communities will be assessed and documented on a statewide basis every five (5) years. The 
Fire and Emergency Response Branch will work with the regional foresters to complete and document the survey 
information on a county-level basis. Survey information will be used to identify the scope of the wildfire threat to 
Virginia’s woodland home communities, to help gauge the level of increase or decrease in the wildfire threat to these 
communities, as well as to provide a mechanism to better target wildfire prevention and hazard mitigation activities in 
the highest-priority areas. The next three statewide woodland home community surveys are due to be completed in 2019, 
2024 and 2029. 

♦ The VDOF Form 4.34 Woodland Home Wildfire Hazard Assessment is used to evaluate an individual home’s level 
of wildfire risk. The form is normally used when agency personnel are working with individual homeowners to 
provide them with information on how they can make their home more “firewise.” This form is also a good 
handout to be provided to homeowners in conjunction with presentations and displays.  

 Completed Form 4.34s are for localized use in support of the Firewise Program. If file copies of completed 
Form 4.34s are needed, they should be maintained at the Area Office. 

♦ The SouthWRAP Community Assessor will be used to evaluate the level of wildfire risk for an entire woodland 
home community, a county or portion thereof, or other delineated geographic area. The assessment can be used 
to provide that community with specific information on how they can mitigate their risk to wildfires and make 
their communities more “firewise”.  

Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans are comprehensive written plans that provide a thorough assessment of woodland 
home communities risk and hazard for wildfire damage as well as providing detailed guidance to mitigate or reduce that 
hazard by implementing on-the-ground mitigation activities. CWPPs are developed through a collaborative approach 
involving the VDOF working with community and local fire and emergency cooperators. CWPPs can be developed at the 
individual community level or on a county-wide basis, depending on the need and level of interest. VDOF’s goal is to 
complete county-level CWPPs in counties with a high percentage of woodland home communities and community-level 
CWPPs in Virginia’s highest-risk woodland home communities. Regional fire specialists should be involved on all 
community and county CWPPs. 

Firewise USA Program 
The Firewise USA program is a national level program that recognizes woodland home communities that have a well-
established program in place to reduce the wildfire risk in their community. The VDOF will encourage and support all of 
Virginia’s woodland home communities to be Firewise USA program participants. Typically, regional fire specialists will 
lead the following efforts to have Virginia communities recognized under this program: 

♦ Visit the site to get a general overview of the community. This first visit is simply a general inspection to see if the 
community meets the program’s basic criteria of being at risk from wildfire. 

♦ Assist community with the development of a Firewise Committee. 

♦ Evaluate the community using the SouthWRAP Community Assessor. 

♦ Work with the community, local fire department and other cooperators to develop a Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP). 

♦ Utilize available grant funding to conduct projects identified in the CWPP that will reduce the community’s risk 
from wildfire. 

♦ Assist the community in applying for Firewise USA recognition. 

♦ Ensure recognized communities complete the necessary steps on an annual basis to maintain their recognized 
status. 
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Fire Adapted Communities  
National Context 

♦ Fire adapted communities is one of three themes of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy, 
agencies and other stakeholders across the United States are working in a variety of ways to help local 
communities safely co-exist with fire. The Fire Adapted Communities Coalition is a consortium of agencies and 
organizations (including the Conservancy) working to advance the overall effort. 

♦ People and nature are increasingly threatened by fire, despite fire’s natural, beneficial role. At the same time, 
firefighting costs are escalating and diverting money away from proactive land management. The solution is to 
make natural areas and communities more fire-ready so that we can allow fire to play its natural role at a 
meaningful scale. The Fire Adapted Communities (FAC) initiative and the FAC Learning Network are helping 
homeowners, communities and land managers in fire-prone areas prepare for inevitable fires — to “live with 
fire” safely. 

Virginia Context  

♦ Agency staff will work with localities (government and non-government), local residents and other cooperators 
to take action before, during and after wildfire. Actions address resident safety, homes, neighborhoods, 
businesses and infrastructure, forests, parks, open spaces and other community assets. 

AUTHORITY 
This policy and procedure is issued by the Virginia state forester. 

INTERPRETATION 
The state forester, deputy state forester, chief of administration and the director of fire and emergency response are 
responsible for the interpretation of this policy and procedure within their respective areas of responsibility. 

APPROVAL 
I certify that this policy and procedure is approved and ready for publication. 

   

John Miller   
Director of Fire Emergency and Response Name (Print)  Director of Fire Emergency and Response Signature 

   

Amanda Davis   
Chief of Administration Name (Print)  Chief of Administration Signature 

   

Ed Zimmer   
Deputy State Forester Name (Print)  Deputy State Forester Signature 

 

John Miller
Digitally signed by John Miller 
Date: 2022.12.20 07:36:09 
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