
 - 1 - 

NEWS RELEASE 
August 1, 2022 

Contact: 
Karen Snape 

Virginia Cooperative Extension 
ksnape@vt.edu  
(540) 231-6494 

Karl Didier 
Virginia Department of Forestry 

Karl.didier@dof.virginia.gov  
(434) 459-8278 

Landowner Legacy Planning Workshops 
In-person and virtual workshops begin August 26 

The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) and the Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) encourage 
landowners to make plans – now – for passing on their land to the next generation. The Generation 
NEXT program, a collaboration between VDOF and VCE, helps Virginia landowners make plans to keep 
forests intact, in forest, and in family. 

To help landowners get started and clarify misconceptions about the legacy 
planning process, the Generation NEXT Program is hosting in-person and 
virtual workshops this summer and fall. The workshops, which will take place 
in South Boston, Galax and New Kent, serve as opportunities for family 
members to ask difficult questions, receive useful information, and get on the 
same page about their plans for the future.  

Typically, these sessions are only in-person, but a virtual workshop has been added so dispersed families 
can also take advantage of these helpful resources and tools that make the planning process more 
accessible and manageable. 

Workshop Information  

Families pay a single fee to participate. Registration opens up six weeks prior to each workshop. Visit the 
VCE website for more information. 

In-person: 
• South Boston – Aug. 26-27 
• Galax – Oct. 27 
• New Kent County – Nov. 2 

Virtual:  

(All virtual workshops take place from 3 to 5 p.m.) 

• Sept. 7 
• Sept. 8 
• Sept. 14 
• Sept. 15 

mailto:ksnape@vt.edu
mailto:Karl.didier@dof.virginia.gov
https://ext.vt.edu/natural-resources/legacy-planning/training.html
https://ext.vt.edu/natural-resources/legacy-planning/training.html


 - 2 - 

“Many landowners are overwhelmed by the legacy planning process and assume that it primarily 
involves complicated estate planning with attorneys and accountants,” said VDOF Forestland 
Conservation Program Manager Karl Didier. “The Generation NEXT program helps to ease estate 
planning and demonstrates how it’s just one part of the ongoing legacy planning process. Much like a 
forest changes over time, your plans will evolve. As priorities change or family dynamics shift, so should 
plans for your land.” 

“One of the most important steps in legacy planning includes conversations between the landowner and 
the people who will steward their land after they’re gone,” said Generation NEXT Program Coordinator 
Karen Snape. “When unforeseen events occur before clearly established plans for your estate and land 
can be put in place, things can quickly become complicated for surviving family members. Having these 
conversations now is critical.” 

A companion to the workshop series, the award-winning Legacy Planning: A Guide for Virginia 
Landowners publication, provides an overview of the nine major steps involved in developing a robust 
land legacy plan. It includes case studies from landowners throughout Virginia and guides landowners to 
tools and resources. The free publication is available on the Virginia Tech website or in print by request. 

### 

About the Virginia Department of Forestry 

The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) protects and develops healthy, sustainable forest resources 
for Virginians. With nearly 16 million acres of forestland and more than 108,000 Virginians employed in 
forestry, forest products and related industries, Virginia forests provide an overall economic output of 
more than $21 billion annually.  

Headquartered in Charlottesville, the agency has forestry staff members assigned to every county to 
provide citizen service and public safety protection across the Commonwealth, which it’s been doing now 
for more than 100 years. VDOF is an equal opportunity provider. 

About the Virginia Cooperative Extension 

Virginia Cooperative Extension brings the resources of Virginia's land-grant universities, Virginia Tech 
and Virginia State University, to the people of the commonwealth. We are a dynamic organization that 
stimulates positive personal and societal change, leading to more productive lives, families, farms, and 
forests as well as a better environment. 

Understanding that knowledge is power, we place that power in the hands of Virginians and help them 
learn how to use it to improve the quality of their lives. Our Extension agents and specialists form a 
network of educators whose classrooms are the communities, homes, and businesses of Virginia, where 
they bring research-based solutions to the problems facing Virginians today. Extension programs are 
delivered through a network of faculty at two universities, 108 county and city offices, 11 agricultural 
research and Extension centers, and six 4-H educational centers. 

https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/CNRE/cnre-121/CNRE-121.pdf
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